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VPD and Immunizations Program

• Vaccines For Children Program
– Entitlement program providing vaccines to 

under/uninsured children <19yo
• Tennessee Immunization Information 

System (TennIIS)
– Statewide immunization registry

• Vaccine-Preventable Diseases Program
– Investigates and mitigates vaccine-

preventable disease outbreaks
– Pandemic preparedness

• Pandemic Vaccine Allocation and 
Distribution
– COVID-19 vaccine for ~6.8M Tennesseans 

(twice)



COVID-19 Impact on Vaccinations, 0-18yo

Month

% Difference 
between 

2019 and 2020
January -4.2%

February -8.3%
March -21.1%
April -41.9%
May -23.7%
June -4.3%
July -21.8%



COVID-19 Impact on Vaccinations, <2yo

Month % change
January -7%

February -9%
March -14%
April -27%
May -15%
June -4%
July -16%



COVID-19 Impact on Vaccinations, MMR



COVID-19 Impact on HPV Vaccinations, 6-17yo



Annual Survey of 24mo Immunization Status



Annual Survey of 24mo Immunization Status

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/documents/cedep-weeklyreports/2019-24-Month-Old-Survey.pdf

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/documents/cedep-weeklyreports/2019-24-Month-Old-Survey.pdf


Annual Survey of 24mo Immunization Status



Annual Survey of 24mo Immunization Status

Religious 2.2%

Philosophical 1.7%

Medical 0.2%



Annual Survey of 24mo Immunization Status



Soooo…….



FY2021 Initiatives

• Overdue DTaP reports
• Centralized 

reminder/recall
• Quarterly VFC report cards
• Provider education

– First annual Tennessee 
Immunization Summit

– Quarterly webinars
– Monthly TennIIS newsletters
– Quarterly program 

newsletters
• Community Partnerships

– Drive-through immunization 
clinics



Media!



2019-2020 Kindergarten Survey



2019-2020 Kindergarten Survey
• Annual census survey of immunization status of Tennessee 

kindergarten students
• Public school participation is required
• Private school participation is optional but encouraged

• Required immunizations
• Hepatitis A and B
• Diphtheria/Tetanus/Pertussis (or Diphtheria/Tetanus 

Toxoid, if indicated)
• Polio
• Measles/Mumps/Rubella
• Varicella (or credible history of disease)

• 2019-2020
• >76,500 public school kindergarten students
• ~4,000 private school kindergarten students
• Overall, 95.0% of kindergarten students in Tennessee 

were fully immunized



2019-2020 Kindergarten Survey



Kindergarten Immunization Coverage

2017-20182018-20192019-2020



Border State Immunization Coverage
2018-2019 MMR x 2 DTaP x 5/4 Varicella x 2

Mississippi >99.2 >99.2 >99.2

TENNESSEE 96.5 96.2 96.2

Virginia 95.0 98.0 93.6

Missouri 94.8 94.8 94.5

Georgia >93.6 >93.6 >93.6

Arkansas 94.2 93.4 93.8

Kentucky 93.4 94.1 92.8

N. Carolina 93.2 93.2 93.1

Alabama >90.6 >90.6 >90.6

https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/81811

https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/81811


Know the Immunization Laws

• Every new, kindergarten and 7th grade student must 
have an immunization form or valid exemption on file 
with the school

• The school district is responsible for enforcing the 
requirement

• Immunization requirements protect students, staff, 
and families from disease



TN Immunization Requirements

• TCA 49-6-5001
– a) Children must be immunized
– c)(1) Children can’t go to school if they’re not
– d) Children who attend school without proof 

of immunization will not be counted in daily 
averages for state funding



TN Immunization Requirements

• Exceptions to school immunization requirements
– 49-6-5001

• (b)(2) conflict with the parent’s or guardian’s 
religious tenets and practices, affirmed under the 
penalties of perjury.

• (c)(2) medical exemption 
• (c)(3)homeless



Kindergarten Immunization Coverage

• SHOULD be >99%
– Only exemption being medical (0.1%)

• School districts need to ensure complete immunization as 
required by TCA

• Temporary certificates should be followed-up to ensure 
completion
– Increases coverage by 1.9%

• Children should not be enrolled with incomplete records
– Increases coverage by 0.8%

• Religious exemption in lieu of philosophical
– Increases coverage by 1.9%



Medical Exemptions

• Medical conditions that would exempt a child from ALL 
vaccines would be exceedingly rare/non-existent

• Medical exemptions may only be signed by an MD/DO, 
APRN, or public health RN



FY2021

• New Medical Exemption form
• School vaccination clinics
• Reminder/recall
• TennIIS functionality
• Media (especially flu)
• Provider education
• Stakeholder education
• Novel approaches

– Drive-through
– Incentives



Medical Exemption Form



County Infographics



FY2021

Improve HPV Coverage Rates



US HPV Coverage



TN HPV Coverage



2018-2019 HPV Coverage 13-15yo

>1 Tdap >1 HPV 
(F)

>1 HPV 
(M)

>1 HPV 
(Both)

HPV UTD 
(F)

HPV UTD 
(M)

HPV UTD 
(Both)

TN 2018 90.8 59.6 65.3 62.5 45.4 39.4 42.3

TN 2019 91.5 75.3 60.3 67.3 53.4 40.7 46.6

US 2018 88.2 66.9 65.9 66.4 48.9 47.1 48.0

US 2019 90.8 73.1 69.0 71.0 54.6 50.0 52.3



Tdap : HPV

Tdap : HPV between 11-19 years should be approx 1:2

Goal: 1 Tdap : 2 HPV

1 Tdap : 1 HPV

Private : 1 Tdap : 1.77 HPV

Public : 1 Tdap : 1.16 HPV

State Average : 1 Tdap : 1.59 HPV



FY 2021

• Reminder/Recall
• Merck Patient Assistance Program

– Free vaccine for pts who qualify (19-45yo)

• Messaging matters
– “You/your child are/is due for HPV vaccine today.”



Adult Immunizations

• Improve flu and pneumococcal vaccine 
uptake in LTCF

• Increase awareness
• Work with partners
• Improve access to flu vaccine

• Student health
• Health departments
• Community Health Centers

• Merck Patient Assistance Program
• HPV vaccine for 26-45yo who qualify

• Immunizations and pregnancy
• COVID-19 vaccine



VPDIP Reports



VPDIP Reports



ImmunizeTN!

immunizetn@gmail.com



#ImmunizeTN
Thanks!
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